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This report is an update on the club’s progress and achievements for the year to the end of 

May 2019. 

 

With approximately 350 players starting from the age of 4/5 up to our new amateur adult side 

(playing their first season) training mid-week and playing at weekends there is a lot work that 

goes into running the club so I’d like to dedicate my this report to the 60 plus coaches, 

committee members and parent helpers that give up their valuable time.  I’d especially like to 

thank the Treasurer, Secretary and Welfare Officer for their continued dedication to the “non-

footballing” administrative tasks organisations like ours must adhere to satisfy OSCR (charity 

regulator) together with banking and footballing authorities.   

 

So, thank you everyone who contributed during the year past and I hope you enjoyed it so 

much you can do it all again.  I don’t intend to name everyone in this report, simply because 

we are lucky to have so many volunteers involved - the club values each minute given up – it 

would be unfair to miss anyone out.  That and keeping this report shorter than last years! 

 

Participation 

With the woman’s World Cup being played as we present this report, we continue to receive 

new enquiries from both girls and boys wanting to start playing football.  We thank the 

Scotland Team (and perhaps grudgingly some of the other teams too) for their efforts in 

inspiring new generations who wish to be the new Claire Emslie, a former PAYFC player, or 

the new Marta or Alex Morgan.  New heroes to stand beside the usual Messi, Neymar and 

Ronaldo.  Thank you also to Claire for attending the girls training session recently and 

organising tickets for the club to watch her and her teammates play Jamaica in front of 18k 

fans at Hampden.   

 

The club’s aim remains to have a complete pathway from early touches straight through to 

adult football and a link to the Penicuik Athletic seniors. This year our oldest youth teams 

were U15s although we are pleased to report the return of some of our 2001s who will return 

next year to play U19s and the Seniors who have created a new team of U20s consisting of 

former and current PAYFC coaches and players.  We wish both new teams good luck next 

season. 

 

With the number of children in the club increasing, the challenge is to retain and develop 

them (together with our coaches) to the highest standards possible. We thank our Early 

Touches coaches for starting this off, our 4s and 5s coaches for taking them out into the world 

of festivals and games and then to all our 7s coaches for developing them into teams. 

 

Our goalkeeping sessions remain popular and we thank John Menzies from Penicuik Seniors 

for his time developing this important area.  Former 2004s coach Willie McGinlay continues 

to coach pupils at Cornbank primary and the club will seek to increase this engagement to 

other schools in the community. 

 

The 2007s enjoyed their season playing 9 a side, a first for PAYFC teams and that baton has 

been handed to 2008s as the 07s head into competitive 11 a side football from August – good 

luck to both teams. 

 

In terms of competitive football, the U13s girls team reached their first final at Ainslie Park 

unfortunately losing to a strong Hearts performance squad.   The 2006 boys also reached a 



 

 
Penicuik Athletic Youth Football Club 

Annual Chairman Report 2018/19 
  

 

 
Chairman 
Paul Mills 

Vice Chairman 
 

Secretary 
Carol Laird 

Treasurer 
Lynn Bertram 

Welfare Officer       Club Development         
Sharyn Bennett      Louise Shepherd 

     

 

final losing in penalties to Kelso at a busy Bonnyrigg park.  I’m sure both teams will aim to 

go one better next year after going so close.  

 

The 2005s couldn’t repeat the success in their first year of 11s falling at two semi-finals but 

can be pleased the squad numbers remain high and competitive for the next season.  The two 

2004 teams both completed their seasons – both teams had to concede a few games 

throughout the season – and it is accepted that with one team with such low numbers we shall 

register just one 2004s team next season which gives the club the unsatisfactory task of 

allowing some players to move on to new clubs and we wish them great success and hope to 

see them playing again for PAFYC in the future.  

 

Finally, our new amateurs team played their first season at PAYFC, played well in their 

league and got to a Cup Final, but unfortunately did not win on the day.   

 

Better luck to all next year. 

 

Volunteers 

The club was pleased to be re-accredited by the Scottish FA with Legacy Quality Mark status 

and remains committed to the highest possible education and mentoring of our coaches and 

volunteers.  We remain committed to the player pathway and will do all we can to ensure 

players are playing and are developing at the appropriate levels. 

 

The club was pleased to fill spaces it had in the committee especially with those involved in 

the younger age groups of the club meaning we can enjoy the benefits of their roles for years 

to come.  We also saw some changes in important roles as we welcome Sharyn Bennett as our 

new Welfare Officer.   

 

That said there remains vacancies in the committee, and these will be advertised by the 

committee at the AGM and on via social media. 

 

Facilities 

As we enjoy the summer training on grass, we recall the winter training session on both 

artificial pitches we are lucky to access.  With Beeslack astro still new and well looked after 

the clubs Development Officer’s attention in the last year was spent campaigning with 

Midlothian Council over its upgrade and re-carpeting and we thank everyone’s efforts so far.  

We keep our fingers crossed that the upgrade is completed soon.  

 

As mentioned in last years report we received £4k from Tesco’s community fund and 

purchased new goals for our Bog Road training area.  Thank you to all who you voted for us – 

we apply again, this time for a base at Bog Road to hold meetings, parties and trophies! 

 

 Again, thanks to our facilities volunteers for booking pitches for training and matches 

throughout the year (on top of coaching too!). 

 

Supporting Our Community 

PAYFC remain committed to the local community and we are keen to increase our 

involvement in projects.  Evidence has shown the power of football and sporting clubs in their 

local communities and we plan to increase our activities in the next year on the assumption 

some of our vacant community posts are filled. 
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In the meantime, the club has continued to be involved with donations for the local food 

banks, litter picks and Hunter and Lass/Gala day events.  In November our 2004 players and 

coaches attended the Remembrance Day service and laid a wreath at the War Memorial. 

 

Several members of the committee attend monthly meetings with Penicuik Athletic seniors to 

continue to build relationships and community development.  

 

Media and communications 

We remain committed to improving our internal and external comms.  We currently use 

Facebook and our website for external communication and information.  We seek additional 

volunteers to maximise the benefits of this media and plans for a regular newsletter remain 

still in the planning stage.  The club enjoys the busy interaction of Facebook and finds it is 

popular with parents for events, publications, and enquiries.  Internally, we aim to improve so 

we may communicate with all coaches and volunteers as one.  A selection of apps and email 

is currently used but we will continue to explore additional methods.  

 

Club Events and News 

The club has enjoyed a bumper year in terms of events, trips and fundraising.  Thanks, must 

go to the coaches, committee members and parents who participated in many fundraising 

events throughout the year such as bag packs, race nights and our first ever Ladies Day at The 

Craigie. 

 

The benefits of such fundraising enabled the 2005s to take part in a trip to a football 

tournament in Salou, Spain and our 2007s to a football tournament (that they won) at 

Flamingo Land, England.  Both trips were very successful and enjoyed by all and the club 

remains committed to support teams enjoy at least one foreign or domestic football themed 

trip. 

 

Closer to home, last November we held our non-competitive presentation at The Craigie 

where we tried something new and hired a magician combining the event with a Christmas 

party this was a great night.  We returned the Craigie in June 2019 for the competitive sides 

and we thank Penicuik Athletic Seniors for offering their Captain and Vice-Captain to present 

trophies.  The girls, due to playing over the summer, will hold their formal presentation event 

in November and we hope it is as enjoyable as their previous event held at Glencorse Golf 

Course last year.  

 

As fundraising was a key objective throughout the year, we also held a club Race Night at 

Penicuik Miners in May 2019 raising over £3k. 

 

Again, in May the club ran two buses through to Hampden for 100 players and family 

members to watch former player Claire Emslie’s and her Scotland teammates play Jamaica 

before they departed for the World Cup.   The club also distributed 300 tickets to the local 

community. 

 

In June 2019 the club held a non-competitive football festival, and this was a great success 

enjoyed by teams across the South East region.  This year with warm weather and inflatables.  

I’d like to personally thank (and break my no name rule) our Fundraising volunteer Leigh 

Hawthorn for his efforts this year – especially as he continued despite severely injuring his 

leg during a coaches training course (step overs at his age!).   He goes again later in the 
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summer with the older competitive teams.  He would be the first to say these events wouldn’t 

be possible without his little helpers. 

 

Finances  
The club ends 2018/19 in a similarly healthy financial position as it has done in previous 

years and I’d like to thank our Treasurer (and her team) for all the work she has undertaken.  

The club benefits from a high level of subs received together with the benefit of Gift Aid.   

 

Unfortunately, the club did increase subs this year.  For the first time in 5 or more years.  This 

was due to the increase in pitch and training costs by Midlothian Council together with kit 

costs increasing also.  The club did not take this decision lightly but had no choice to ensure 

the future stability of the club. 

 

The club has benefitted from increased sponsorship revenues, specifically coaches obtaining 

sponsorship for their individual teams along with additional grants applied for and obtained 

by the committee.  

 

We are pleased to report a surplus of just over £3K, although we note a reduction in 

unrestricted funds.  The committee will continue to review subs and will monitor other clubs 

in the area to ensure we are both competitive and fair.  Whether this model changes in the 

future so the club issues kit as part of subs, rather than seeking sponsorship, is something that 

will be reviewed, and input is always encouraged.  

 

Thank you to all our sponsors who have generously donated throughout the year. 

 

2018/19 Objectives 

The committee meets monthly and during one of our recent meetings we highlighted the 

following as our key achievable targets: 

  

 To create a base for the club, where the club can meet and store kit and trophies, 

prepare catering for training and matches, hold football parties, start a club shop and 

other fundraising events. Develop our important relationship with Midlothian Council 

on the base project and upgrade of bog road astro so wider club and community can 

benefit.  We thank Midlothian Council for their engagement thus far.  

 

 To increase football development within the club and assist our coaches to achieve 

the highest standards of education via Scottish FA and external training.  By 

developing and investing in coaches we believe this will result in better footballers 

being developed by the club and playing at a higher level. 

 

 Support Scottish FA and our own coaches by participating in their Rwanda 2020 trip. 

 

 Volunteers Recruitment – Continue to bring new volunteers to the club both in 

coaching and non-football roles.  Ensure the committee is an approachable body of 

volunteers working together as a team for the club’s and player’s benefit.  

 

 To achieve the ultimate balance of subs v kit v player retention.  This will consist of 

the club’s aspiration to provide each player across the club with appropriate levels of 

kit whilst at the same time ensuring sub levels are competitive and coaching and 

playing standards remain high. 
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 Finances – As per above the club will continue to fundraise to help support our 

charitable objectives.  
 

 Partnerships – Maintain and improve on community and commercial partnerships and 

sponsorships. 
 

In conclusion I would like to thank everyone who has been a part of PAYFC over the last year 

and wish them luck in the season ahead.  Especially my fellow committee members for their 

support.  Despite a lack of trophies this year our standards remain as high as ever in the 

development of both player and volunteer which we believe will bring the club success sooner 

rather than later.  

 

Paul Mills 

Chairman  
 

 

Note: 

 

For more information of job descriptions and club governance please visit 

https://www.payfc.net/our-committee.php  
 

https://www.payfc.net/our-committee.php

