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Dear Parent 

I hope this finds everyone well and surviving  
through an unprecedented experience in both 
our work and social lives. I thought I would take  
this opportunity to issue an update on the situation  
PAYFC now find ourselves in. 

After much consultation with Midlothian Council over a return to training, they 
eventually gave us permission to use Bog Road grass area for this purpose with several 
COVID connected restrictions in place. We prepared and submitted a fully developed 
Risk Assessment to Midlothian Council and have also put temperature checks and 
sanitisation arrangements in place for everyone in attendance at each session. This is 
in addition to the PAYFC Team App being used as a track & trace register whereby if a 
player is not registered in advance they will be turned away.  

Training sessions have also changed to comply and are now reduced to 40min each in 
accordance with SFA guidelines although we have now returned to two sessions each 
week for every age group. We are also working with reduced numbers and a maximum 
of 10 players supervised by 2 Coaches is now allowed. This format is likely to continue 
for the foreseeable future and well into Phase 4 of the lockdown easing. 

I am aware that each parent was given the opportunity to reduce the monthly 
subscriptions to £5 during the lockdown period in order to support those who were 
placed on furlough or perhaps have lost their job due to the pandemic. Unfortunately 
the Club now ask that all those who took advantageous of this offer to please 
reinstate the monthly subscriptions to the previous payments. It is my proposal, after 
consulting with Committee, that we ask that regular payments return with effect 
from the September payment and trust this is suitable to all. I would however ask 
those not yet in a position to return to full subs at this time to contact myself directly 
to discuss. We do not want any child missing out on football as a result of COVID but 
do acknowledge the discretion involved in this matter. 

Midlothian Council have now informed us that they are charging for each training 
session, based on the amount of grass area we use, and with the numbers of teams we 
have I have calculated this will cost PAYFC £175 each week. We have never been 
charged for training in the past resulting in an additional monthly charge of around 
£700. This is in addition the new equipment we have purchased for sole use 
throughout the period of restrictions when our normal equipment is locked away, 
ensuring only one set is used and constantly sanitised before and after use. 
  
I await further direction and guidance when games are likely to re-commence 
however when I asked the SFA this at the last meeting, their response was “miles 
away”. I will keep in touch should anything else change. 
  
Stay safe everyone and as always if you have any questions on this, or anything, 
please email me at chairman@payfc.net 
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